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linked to the mountain Chang Tse, or North Peak, by the
narrow North Col. On either side of this col two great glaciers
sweep down, the main Rongbuk Glacier and the East Rong-
buk Glacier. The first four expeditions followed the East
Rongbuk Glacier and established a camp on the col. Beyond
this point, which is reached by climbing a veritable cliff of
ice over 1000 feet high, the worst difficulties begin. There is
one area where the strata have an outward and downward
dip, for all the world like the tiles on a roof. Very often this
stretch is covered with a film of ice, which makes it a death
trap of terrifying proportions. Higher still there are two
precipitous cliffs, or steps of dark rock, which must be climbed
unless a difficult traverse lower down the slope is attempted.
Then comes the great couloir, a snow-filled channel which
splits the mountain almost from top to bottom, where the
snow is so slippery that it is almost impossible to get a foothold.
Finally, there is the ultimate peak itself, about which little
is known, although many climbers believe that in good
weather conditions this last lap would not be a tremendous
obstacle.

Among this band of optimists may be numbered those who
undertook the latest (1938) expedition. This group, which
included, incidentally, some of the most experienced moun-
taineers of our era, wanted to try out a new technique. Pre-
vious expeditions had all been on rather a grand scale, with
scores of porters and an elaborate commissariat system. This
meant that the expeditions were expensive, and it frequently
happened that a large number of men were endangered in
several different sections of the climb. The latest expedition
hoped to prove that better results could be obtained by a
small party of first-class men, who would not be unduly
hampered by the need for taking care of large numbers of
porters making trips from one high camp to the next. Tilman
and Shipton had already shown what could be done with such
a party at Nanda Devi and in the Karakoram; and, in 1938,
a similarly small American party had reached an altitude of
about 26,000 feet on the unknown ridges of K.2, the second
highest mountain on earth.

Tilman's party consisted of seven Europeans and a dozen